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more resumed its terrorist activities. Moreover, the official
Zionist organization, under the leadership of David Ben Gurion
and encouraged by the Zionists of the U.S.A., pleasantly remote
from the realities of the Middle East problem, became more ex-
acting and unequivocal in its demands, and in 1942 adopted the
Biltmore Programme (drawn up, significantly, in New York). It
demanded:
(1)  The establishment of Palestine as a Jewish commonwealth.
(2)  A Jewish army.
(3)   Unlimited immigration, placed under the control of the
Jewish Agency, which should also have authority for the develop-
ment of unoccupied and uncultivated lands.1 The Zionist under-
ground army, calledHagaxia,(self-defence), became more active.
This organization traced its beginning to the self-defence organiza-
tion formed by young Jews in Russia at the time of the pogroms of
1903.2   It was transplanted to Palestinian soil before the First
s World War in the form of an organization of armed watchmen to
guard the agricultural settlements from Arab attack. The British
military authorities gave it tacit recognition and some arms during
the Arab Rebellion of 1936-9, when Wingate's 'Night-Fighters'
were organized from its ranks. Again in the perilous days of 1941-2
the Army recognized it as a home-guard in case the Germans broke
through to Palestine. It now numbered some 60,000 young men
and women, drawn principally from the settlements, who clan-
destinely carried out periodical training and military exercises.
Some of the young Jews called up since the outbreak of war by the
National Council of Palestinian Jews (Vaad Leumi) for national
service were directed into the Hagana, and the thousands of Jews
who were directed by the Zionist authorities into service in the
British Middle East Forces continued to be under the clandestine
, orders of the Hagana high command. Information was now re-
1 ceived for the first time of the Palmach, a crack force selected from
the Hagana, permanently mobilized for shock-troop action, and
numbering some 2,000 strong. The exigencies of the war brought
the Palmach also into association with British specialist organiza-
1 One of the foremost leaders of the principal Jewish party in Palestine, the
Mapai labour party, explained to the Arabs in a book of essays, 'We shall be
ready not to be your foes, and even to support your aspirations for indepen-
dence, provided you cease disturbing us and provided you recognize Palestine as
a Jewish State/  (Quoted by J. L. Magnes, Foreign Affairs, 1943, 240).
2 Palestine Post, 25 June 1946.